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HELPS TO THE STUDY OF THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 



By S h a i l e r Mathews. 
The University of Chicago. 



The last few years have witnessed an extraordinary revival 
in the historical study of the New Testament. Since the days 
of the fierce attacks upon current religious beliefs by the 
so-called Tubingen school, there has been a steady advance in 
both the amount and the character of investigation given to the 
times during which Jesus lived, and the records that describe his 
words and deeds. Many of these works have been outgrown or 
superseded by later studies, but each has contributed something 
towards a completer knowledge of the times and the country, 
the social environment, and the course of thought in which Jesus 
and his biographers lived. 

In the list below only such works are mentioned as both 
embody the results of recent scholarship and are believed to be 
especially adapted to the use of pastors and unprofessional stu- 
dents of the New Testament. It does not include works of 
purely historical or technical interest, or those written in a foreign 
language. 

I. The Times of Christ. 

The chief literary source of all works under this head is 
Josephus, whose histories, the Antiquities of the Jews, the Wars of 
the Jews, as well as his other writings, contain about all that is to 
be known of this period within the limits of Palestine, except 
what may be derived from the study of archaeology. The 
arrangement of much of his material is, however, not the best, 
and on many other grounds it is advisable to supplement his 
account with the work of some modern writer. 
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Fairweather, Wm., From the Exile to the Advent. (In the series 

of Handbooks for Bible Classes.) Edinburgh : T. & T. 

Clark. New York : Chas. Scribner's Sons. Pp. 210. 

Price, 80 cents. 

An admirable little text-book, giving succinctly an account of the Jewish 

people from the deportation under Nebuchadnezzar till the death of Herod I. 

Few references are given to other works, but the author has evidently read 

the most recent authorities. 

Waddy-Moss, R., From Malachi to Matthew. London : Charles 
H. Kelly. Pp. xiv. 256. 

This little handbook attempts " to do nothing more than outline the 
history of Judea in the centuries that elapsed between the prophecy of 
Malachi and the event that forms the first theme of the New Testament." 
The author has rigidly kept to this aim, refusing to be led off into details, 
and, on the whole, has maintained a very good historical perspective. The 
treatment of the Maccabean period is especially good. It is not thrown into 
the form of a text-book, and its style is good. It unfortunately is not sup- 
plied with a bibliography. 

SchOrer, E., The Jewish People in the Time of Jesus Christ. 
Division I. The Political History of Palestine, from B. C. 
175 to 135 A. D. 2 vols. Division II. The Internal Con- 
dition of Palestine and of the Jewish People in the Time 
of Jesus Christ. 3 vols. New York : Chas. Scribner's 
Sons. Price, $8.00, net. 

This monumental work by Schiirer has made all other histories almost 
superfluous. In no other account of the period is there to be found such- 
wealth of learning and such admirable arrangement of material. Its use of 
sources is exhaustive, and the work everywhere displays astonishing power 
in grappling with perplexities. Each section is preceded by a full bibli- 
ography, and all statements are substantiated by reference to authorities. 
In the first division of the work the author has given solutions to many geo- 
graphical and chronological problems, besides compressing into reasonable 
space the account of the events of the period. The second division is 
especially concerned with the civil and religious institutions of the Jews, as 
well as the literature of the two centuries which the work covers. Especial 
attention is also given to rabbinism in its bearing upon the New Testament. 
No attempt is made at describing the social life of the times. In certain 
cases, perhaps, Schiirer has a little too readily yielded to certain chronolog- 
ical difficulties of the gospel record, but in general his attitude is remarkably 
impartial, and at times in effect, if not in purpose, apologetic. 
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Stapfek, E., Palestine in the Time of Clirist. New York : A. C. 
Armstrong & Son. Pp. xii. 527. Price, £2.50. 

This work is a most exasperating combination of fact and fiction. It 
needs severe revision. Yet, on the whole, it is about the only single volume 
in English which gives anything like a respectable account of the entire 
life — political, social, religious — of the Jewish people in the days of Jesus. 
Many of its errors are those of carelessness, and sometimes are so ludicrous 
as to be detected by any attentive reader. Its use of the Talmud is consid- 
erable, although uncritical. 

Seidel, M., In the Time of fesus. New York: A. D. F. Ran- 
dolph & Co. Pp. 188. xxv. Price, 75 cents. 

Probably the best account in small compass of the heathen and Jewish 
world in New Testament times. It is especially good in its descriptions of 
the political and religious institutions of the Jews. 

Edersheim, A., Sketches of Jewish Social Life. Chicago : F. H. 
Revell & Co. Price, $1.25 

A popular, though scholarly little work, descriptive of the habits and 
customs of the Jewish people in New Testament times. 

Merrill, 3., Galilee in the Time of Christ. New York: Whitta- 
ker, 1885. Price, Si. 00. 

A helpful little volume of especial value from the personal investigations 
of the author. The general conclusion is favorable to the statements of 
Josephus in regard to Galilee in the first century. 

Delitzsch, F., Jewish Artisan Life in the Time of Jesus. New 
York: Funk & Wagnalls. Pp. 91. Price, 75 cents. 

This little volume contains a great amount of information in regard to 
the industrial life of the common people in the time of Christ, and is written 
in an interesting style. 

II. The Geography of Palestine. 

Henderson, A., Palestine. (In the series of Handbooks for 
Bible Classes.) Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark. New York : 
Chas. Scribner's Sons. Price, $1.00. 

An admirable handbook, well up to date and generally accurate, both 
in description and maps. 



HELPS TO THE STUDY OF THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 527 

Smith, George A. The Historical Geography of the Holy Land. 
London : Hoddu & Stoughton. New York : A. C. Arm- 
strong & Son. Second ed., 1895. Pp. xxv. 692. Price, 
#4-50. 

An exceedingly stimulating volume. Not only is it a thesaurus of the 
best results of modern exploration in Palestine, but, as in no other volume, 
is the history of the land interpreted by its physical characteristics. Especial 
commendation should be given its maps. To read this volume is the next 
best thing to a visit to Palestine. 1 Its literary style is attractive although 
somewhat diffuse. 

Stanley, A. P., Sinai and Palestine. New York : A. C. Arm- 
strong & Son. Pp. 641. Price, $2.50. 

This classic in scriptural geography is by no means superseded by the 
work of Smith. In its descriptive and suggestive power it still is among the 
best modern works that attempt to show the relation between a people's 
history and their physical environment. In general, also, its identifications 
are accurate and its maps and colored plates helpful. 

III. The Life of Jesus. 

Stalker, J., The Life of Jesus Christ. Various editions. Pp. 167. 
Price, 60 cents. 

A scholarly, and in every way delightful work. It is especially adapted 
to use in bible classes. 

Farrar, F. W., The Life of Christ. New York: E. P. Dutton & 
Co. Pp. xv. 472. 

Full of fervid rhetoric and deep religious feeling. It is characterized by 
the author's generous scholarship and liberality. It is of especial value in 
helping the student to realize keenly the circumstances of his Lord's life. 

Andrews, S. J., The Life of Our Lord. New York: Chas. 
Scribner's Sons, 1891. Pp. xxvii. 651. Price, $2.50. 

Altogether the opposite of the preceding in its avoidance of all literary 
effort. As a result it is not easily readable, but is of the utmost value because 
of its exhaustive essays upon harmony, chronology, and geography. By all 
means it is the most scholarly production along these lines of any American 
scholar. No student of the gospels will neglect it. 

1 A review of this work will be found in the coming January number of the 
Biblical World. 
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Edersheim, A., The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah. New 
York : A. D. F. Randolph & Co. 2 vols. Pp. xxvi. 698; 
xii. 826. Price, $6.00. 
This is the most exhaustive study on the times of Jesus thus far produced 
by an English scholar. Its chief defects are the absence of any critical 
examination of the sources, occasionally poor exegesis as well as poor har- 
mony, and an excessive pietism. But the merits of the work outweigh these 
defects. Viewed as a series of essays upon the customs and habits of thought 
suggested by the life of Jesus it is masterly and invaluable. If one were to 
own but one life of Jesus, it should be Edersheim's. 

Weiss, B., The Life of Christ. Eng. trans. Edinburgh : T. & T. 

Clark. 3 vols. Pp. xvi. 392, 403, 428. New York: 

Chas. Scribner's Sons. Price, $9.00. 

Especially valuable for critical examination of the sources and deep 

spiritual insight. Though not so versed in rabbinical learning as Edersheim, 

Weiss is one of the greatest critics and exegetes. No one can be in touch 

with modern methods in the study of the gospels who is unacquainted with 

his critical position, however one may accept some of its applications and 

corollaries. There is great need of a life of Christ that shall combine the 

critical processes of Weiss and the Jewish learning of Edersheim with the 

literarv excellencies of Stalker. 

IV. The Teaching of Jesus. 

Bruce, A. B., The Kingdom of God. New York : Chas. Scrib- 
ner's Sons. Pp. xv. 343. Price, $2.00. 

As satisfactory a treatment of the central teachings of Jesus as exists. 
Like all of the author's works it is characterized by critical processes and 
deep religious reverence and insight. 

Horton, Robert F., The Teaching of Jesus. London: Isbistu, 
1895. Pp. viii. 287. Price, 3s. 6d. 
Dr. Horton tells us frankly that his lectures are based on Wendt's Teaching 
of Jesus, and Beyschlag's New Testament Theology, with an effort to supply 

that which is found lacking in them And now our recommendation is, 

that if anyone has set to read these books, he should read Dr. Horton's first. — 
Expository Times. 

Wendt, H. H., The Teaching of Jesus. New York: Chas. 
Scribner's Sons. 2 vols. Pp. 408, 427. Price, $4.50. 
An admirable translation of the greatest systematic study of the teachings 
of Jesus thus far produced in Germany. It is marked by all the excellencies of 
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German scholarship, but is free from most of its faults. It is characterized by 
conservative exegesis, acute analysis of the gospel records, and reverent regard 
for truth. It goes far more into details than the work of Bruce, and it exhibits 
more completely the processes by which its results are gained. Its greatest 
defects are seen in its treatment of the Johannine account of Christ's teach- 
ings. 

Faikbairn, A. M., The Place of Christ in Modern Theology. 

" That mine of learning, masterly historical generalization, and rich sug- 
gestion has given new strength to the Christian consciousness throughout the 
English-speaking world ; and the longer it is read the more generation of 
ideas it will be found to be." — George A. Gordon, in Christ of Today, p. vi. 

Beyschlag, W., The Theology of the New Testament. 

A review of this great treatise, so far as it is concerned with the teaching 
of Jesus, is found on another page. 



